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3 	 The tow ball must be designed for the 

height of the centre of the ball to sit within, 

or be adjusted to within, 350 - 460 mm from 

the floor when coupled to the highest ATM 

trailer it is rated for.

This Information Sheet Applies to:

3 	 A trailer must meet the Australian Design Rules (ADR) applicable to its trailer class. 

For more information see “T – Category Trailers Applicability Summary Australian 

Design Rules” at https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/

3 	 A trailer must be well maintained and in good working order.

3 	 A trailer must be designed to sit level to the horizontal at max. capacity to when 

hitched to a tow ball of which centre sits between 350 mm and 460 mm from the floor.

3 	 Both parts of a coupling must display its manufacturer and the maximum allowed ATM 

at which it is rated.

Light trailers of Aggregate Trailer Mass (ATM) of 4,500 kg or less, coupled to a light vehicle 

of Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) of 4,500 kg or less, by means of a 50 mm tow ball couple.

Before Coupling:

When Coupled:
8 	 The total mass of a vehicle and trailer must not exceed the maximum Gross Combination 

Mass (GCM) of the towing vehicle, per manufacturer specifications as outlined on 

vehicle compliance plate.

8 	 A trailer must not exceed the maximum rated capacity of the tow ball per manufacturer 

specifications as is marked on the coupling body.

	 The mass of the trailer should not exceed 

the mass of the towing vehicle.

Key Checkpoints:
	 The towing vehicle should be roadworthy.

	 The trailer should sit level when coupled and carrying the maximum rated capacity. If 

not, check to see if the tow hitch can be adjusted as this can affect the ability to safely 

carry loads.

	 All brake and indicator lights must be in working order and connected.

	 All safety chains on the trailer must be connected to the towing vehicle during operation 

and be off the ground. 

	 Drivers towing trailers should monitor vehicle handling characteristics and adjust their 

towing activity as necessary. This may involve addressing issues such as poor weight 

distribution in the trailer, an unsuitable towing vehicle, or mismatched coupling heights.
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50 mm Tow Ball Information Sheet

3 	 The trailer must be designed to sit level to the floor at maximum rated capacity when 

hitched to a height within this height range.


